Bulletin No 16 of 1947. 
STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Rural Production 1946-47 


This Bulletin repeats the principal statistics relating to cereals 
and livestock recently published in Bulletins 11 and 14 and gives data 
concerning other crops, exports, manures used, implements, employment,etc. 
some items being provisional. Particulars re varieties of wheat, barley 
and oats were published in Bulletin 12, 


In the various tables in this bulletin, the particulars for 
4946-47 are compared with the previous two years and also with the pre-war 
year 1938-39, 


Apart from the comparisons shown in the tables, it is noted that 
there were three distinct phases in rural activities during the 20 years 
to 1946. During the few years prior to 1930, the acreage under wheat 
for grain had increased very rapidly and reached the maximum acreage in 
that year while the numbers sheep and cattle had decreased. The second 
phase was from 1930-1943, when there were substantial increases in the 
flocks and herds and in the areas of many other crops but decreases in 
the wheat areas, particularly from 1940 to 1943 when there were shortages 
of superphosphate and manpower and also controlled planning. The third 
phase was from 1943 to 1946 with the reversed trend of increased wheat 
acreages and decreased numbers of sheep and cattle - drought losses being 

very Severe. The present tendency is for sheep and cattle numbers to 
be increasing after the drought with cereal areas generally stationary. 


Comparing the season 1946-47 with 1930-31, it is noted that there 
have been decreased acreages for wheat, hay, orchards and tobacco but 
increases for barley, oats, rye, green fodder, peas, lucerne and clover 
seed, vines, potatoes and other vegetables, chicory and canary seed. There 
Hayesolso been new crops such as flax, licorice, herbs, blue boiler peas, 
vegetable seeds, mustard seed, opium poppies, pyrethrum and guayale 
rubber, Several of the new crops and some of those-.with increased acreages 
during the war have decreased again since. During the same period 
there were increases of sheep, cattle and pigs but a decrease in horses. 


The decrease in hay and also in other crop areas would be associated 
with the decrease in horse numbers as would also the increase in tractor 
numbers. There were increased areas of pastures top-dressed, and also 
2 crops grown for green fodder, which would be associated with the 
increased numbers of sheep and cattle. 
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Vegetables for 1946-47 (1945-46)include Green Peas 3,828 (3,033) 
Turnips and Swedes 526 (631), Carrots 328,(439), onions 521 (511) 
Pumpkins, Trimmbles etc, 651 (731), Tomatoes 937 (777), Cabbages 511 (619) 
Gauliflowers 4.99 (468), French Beans 145 (434), Beetroot 216 (257), 
Lettuce 336 (330) Celery 385 (347), Blue Boiler Peas 61 (86) acres. 
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YIELDS PER ACR 
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Other Vegetable Yields for 1946-47 (1945-46) included - 
Parnsnips 984 (797) tons, Swedes and Turnips 2,155 (2,709) tons; 
Beetroot 1,660 (1,990) tons; Pumpkins, Triamoles etc. 3,76) ee tons; 


French Beans 79,185 (60,477) bushels; Broad Beans 7,237 (5,562) bushels, 
Cauliflowers 150,901 (135,392) dozen; Cabbages 213,627 (262,364) dozen, 
Lettuce 171,612 (164,432) bases; Celery 215,917 (181,651) crates; 

Beyer Beet 19,027 (25,612) dozen bunches. 


Other Fruit yields for 1946-47 (1945-46) included cherries 25,077 
(35,511) Figs 14,780 (24,032) Nectarines 14,793 (31,215) Grape Fruit 
21,676 (16,778) Quinses 23,373 (28,769), Loquats 2,055 (1,228) bushela, 
Walnuts 675 (1,161) cwts. 


Berry Fruits were:- Raspberries 892 (1,143) Gooseberries 1,090 
ak Strawberries 1,475 (1,832) Black currants 132 (592), Red currants 
20 (89) Loganberries 137 (246), Blackberries 305 (183) cwts. 
Oranges were specified as Naval 579,425 (609,285) Valencia 
161,818 (182,318) Seville and Poorman 6,624 (6,896) Mandarins 26,973 
(24,643). Other seeded types 43,360 (37,743) bushels. 
Pears were Ganning 192,816 (127,948), Other 83,965 (65,409) bushels. 
Peaches were Canning 35,886 (43,749), Other 82,614 (104,308) bushels. 


Plums were 39,187 (63,457) and prunes 75,780 (71,345) bushels. 


The wine production of 24,029,914 (20,213,680) gallons greatly 
sxceeded the earlier record of 16,159,595 gallons in 1920-27. Considerable 
quantities of drying grapes were damaged by the summer rains during the 
last 2 seasons and were sent to the distilleries and wineries, resulting 

in the record production of wine and decreased quantitics of dried vine 
fruits. The quantity of distillation wine was 14,089,972 (12,104,153) 
yallons. 


RECORD YIELDS. Apart from wine there were no other record yields 
f crops of importance during the 1946-47 season. Records in past years 
lave been as Lollows:- Wheat 1931-32 48,093,102 bushels, Barlcy 
hinmb2 115714,002 bushels, Oats 1939-40 4,062,541 bushels, Wine 1945-46 
10,243,680 gallons, Currants 1943-44 209,140 cwt. Sultanas 1943-44 
533,300 cwt. Raisins 1940-41 89,557 cwt. Apples 1940-44 1,750,000 bushels, 
ranges 1940-44 924,422 bushels, Pears 1939-40 279,311 bushels, 
\lmonds 1941-42 14,100 cwts, Apricots 1943-44 551,734 bushels. 


III OVERSEA EXPORTS (Years ended June) 
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IV MANURE USED 
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rops manured Acres| 4,281,419 | 2,888,884 545105515 
anure used Tons 179,118 75,616 19g 5oe 
Propped area manured 90.6 (eo 86.9 
anure per acre lba. 93.7 Pipa 92.6 
istures manured Acres| 1,095,120 725,060 853,699 | 1,112,130 
mure used Tons 56,325 27,054 57,599 54.5681. 
inure per acre Lba 4A Se 83,6 98.7 


110.4 


The quantity of manure its that used for producing the crops 
own in the seasons atated. 


The proportionally lesser acreage under wheat had had a 

ndency to itnerease the figures for average lbs. used per acre on crops, 
3.3 in 1930-31 to 93.7 in 1938-39, but the shortage in available supplies 
d caused a decrease to 71.9 lbs. in 1943-44 but it has increased again 

92.6 lbs. for 1946-47. The percentage of cropped land manured also fell 
‘ld 90.6% in 1938-34 to 69.8% in 1943-44 and increased to 86.5 for 
46-47, The shortage had also been the cause of lesser acreages tup~ 
essed with smaller dressings per acre from 1938-39 to 1943-44, but with 
Creases the laatthree-yoars, Associated with the subject @f top-dressed 
Stures, it is noted that 120,699 acres of lucerne and 459,616 acres of 
Over and grasees other than native grasses were grazed during the year, 
art from lucemme, clover, etc. harvested for seed or hay. 


oe 
Particulars re fertibfsérs used for 1946-47 were 


. Area Super- Other Total 
CROP Manured phoaphate Fertiliserg per Acre 


Wheat for Grain 
Other Cereals, Hay 
Vegetables 

Fruits, Vines 
Other Crops 


Total Crops 
Pastures 


Grand Total 88,6 483,768 40,448 : 96. 


VV. _ENSILAGE 


1944-45 1945-46 
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Particulars of sheep and lamba - and other livestock - are as 
‘6 31st March in the last 5 years, instead of 31st December as previously 
Nd, in making comparisons, allowances must be made for slaughterings and 
ortality from January to March. The flocks at December 1943 probably were 
N the vicinity of 11,250,000, December 1945 7,200,000 and 1946 6,850,000. 
he decreases in all kinds of stock during 1944-55 and 1945-46 were due 
0 the severe drought. The total reported losses for the two years were - 
heep 2,104,649 apart from unmarked lambs, cattle 49,418, horses 27,731 
nd pigs 17,432. For 1946-47, the losses were:- Sheep 379,992, 
attle 14,829, horses 4,450 and pigs 6,590. The drought caused increased 
laughterings of sheep in 1944 and decreases in 1945 and 1946, 


VIL PERSONS ENGAGED PERMANENTLY 


Particulars 


- si 


Particulars have been collected under the following headings, 


Occupiers Unpaid 
Lessees, etc, Relatives 


SS Eas aes NS 


255051 26, 84.9 
5,203 Bi Ash| 


In 1940-44 particulars were collected showing how principally 


engaged := 
|__Pastoral - | 


150797 


Males No. 
Fenales : 


Males No. 
Females ” 


Vat. MACHINERY, IMPLEMENTS 


1945-46 


Tractors 

Engines (stationary) 
Ploughs 

Cultivators, eté. 

Harrows (leaves) 

Grain Drills 

Binders 

Headers, Strippers, etc," 
Milking Machines f 
Shearing Machines s 


Details for 1946-47 were as follows:- 


Tractors. Crawler or track type 2,339, Rubber tyred 5,002, Steel 2,115. 

Ploughs. Single Furrow 12,571, Double furrow 20.808 

Cultivators. Tandem disc. 4,103, Other disc 2,892, Spring tocth 6,527 
Rigid Tine 6,439, Rotary hoes 752, Scarifiers 2,422 Other 2,209. 

Grain Drills. Combine type 12,178. Other tyves 5,896. 

Milking Machines. Unit sizes 1 and unspecified - 106, 2 ~ 1,468; 

B= 902, & = 299, 5 - 34, 6 - 24, 8 and over - 6, Total 2,839, 

Shearing Machines as per number of stands. 1 and unspecified - 1,152, 
B= 2,340; 3 - 437; & - 185; 5 - 66, 6- 66, All other — 84, 
Total 4,306 

Fertiliser distributors and broadcasters -2.935, 

Windmills 24,924, Charg Cutters 12,023, Mowers 4,842, Hay Rakes 7,207 
Hay Presses and Balers 654, Spraying Plants (power driven) 1,275, 
Fruit Graders 311. Potato Diggers 299. . 

Motor trucks, utilities or lorries 12,899, 


Particulars have not been collected in recent years, but in j 
1940-44 there were reported to have been 19,957 separators, 6,015 winnowers 
6,720 harvesters, 7,024 strippers and 5,60) reaper threshers. 


_IX, _BEEKEEPING 


During 1946-47 the record quantity of 8,672,753 lbs. of honey 
were produced compared with 3,182,042 lbs. in 1945-46 and the previous 
record of 5,324,614 lba in 1940-41. The record quantity of 105,75 lbs. 
of beeswax was produced also. There were 1,099 beekeepers. with 69,015 
productive and 10,752 unproductive hives. 


Statistical Office, A. W. BOWDEN, 


ADELAIDE, 
20th October, 1947 GOVERNMENT STATIST. 


